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What is the Collections Centre? 
The Collections Centre is a cross between a store, a gallery and a study centre. The 
Centre was designed to make more of the objects (or artefacts) in the Museum’s 
collections publicly accessible.  
 
The Centre is located in the basement of the Museum’s Main Building and consists of the 
following elements: 

 Welcome Area which includes: 
o an informal reading area 
o four computers with Internet access 
o small changing displays which offer a sample of our collections 
o reception desk staffed by members of our Collections Department. 

 Study Area which provides researchers with access to our archive collections and 
reference library (open Tuesdays and Thursday). 

 Handling Area containing objects designated by our curators as available for 
handling. The Handling Area can be used on a drop-in basis and contains: 

o cotton gloves and instructions for handling objects 
o four tables and 20 stools 
o boxes of objects – see the appendix for more information.  

 Storerooms containing large objects, such as printing presses, generators and 
washing machines. Windows allow visitors to see into the stores. Access to the 
stores can be arranged by appointment. 

 Object Cabinets 35 rows of mobile object 
cabinets (right) housing a cross-section of smaller 
objects including domestic items and commercial, 
industrial and scientific equipment 

 
The Collections Centre is open from Tuesday to 
Saturday, 10.00am - 4.30pm. 
 
 
Using the Collections Centre 
You and your group/class are free to browse in the Collections Centre during opening 
hours. Options for more focused activities with both displayed and handling objects while 
visiting the Centre could include asking the children to try some of the following: 

 Find objects linking to a part of the curriculum they have studied (for instance, 
Britain since 1930, electricity, measuring equipment etc). 

 Enhance their observations by sketching objects. 

 Make a virtual collection by taking photographs of objects to use as the raw 
material for follow up activities back at school (see below). 

 Take notes to record observations and information about objects including 
acquisition numbers for further research. 

 Discuss the conservation reasons for the way that objects are stored and displayed 
(i.e. need to wear gloves when handling, use of foam, locked cabinets). 

 

Collections Centre 

A guide for teachers 
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You could use the children’s experience of visiting the Collections Centre as the starting 
point for work linked to: 

 Language and literacy – potential activities could include: 
o Devise and deliver a short presentation to summarize their observations and 

findings about objects 
o Listen to a short presentation about objects  
o Participate in a group discussion about objects 
o Making notes 
o Write texts in the style of museum labels and information sheets 

 Cross-curricular – children could make a collection of objects and develop a 
classroom museum. Download The Museum in a Classroom pack Culture 24  
website for more information:  
http://www.culture24.org.uk/teachers/ideas+%2526+resources/art70985 

 Art and design – children could use objects and the images, motifs, logos and 
features on objects as the starting point for art work (see Unit 9gen of the QCA Art 
and design scheme of work). 

 ICT – search the museum’s database for more information about its collections. Go 
to www.mosi.org.uk and follow links to Collections > Collections Online. Click the 
link to Collections Search page to access the database.  

 
Object handling and asking questions 
Handling of museum objects can help children to develop skills including observing, 
examining, deducing, comparing, recording and communicating.  
 
Guidelines for structuring dialogue with children generally recommend focusing on the 
physical features, construction, function, design and value of the objects. It is worthwhile 
aiming to get children to try and devise their own questions. A useful strategy is to start 
with the observable physical features of the object using all senses (except taste) and then 
to move onto discussing the object’s purpose and function before exploring more abstract 
issues relating to its value, care, conservation and interpretation. A set of useful questions 
can be downloaded from: 
http://www.museumse.org.uk/ABC_working_with_schools/designing_resources_for_schoo
ls/Asking_Questions.html 
 

http://www.mosi.org.uk/
http://emu.msim.org.uk/htmlmn/
http://www.museumse.org.uk/ABC_working_with_schools/designing_resources_for_schools/Asking_Questions.html
http://www.museumse.org.uk/ABC_working_with_schools/designing_resources_for_schools/Asking_Questions.html
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Appendix  

Handling 
Box 
number  

Object Name  Accession number  (The first 
four digits are generally the 
year the object was 
accessioned into the 
museumôs collection.) 

HB001-4 Clay Tobacco Pipes 2001.281 

HB005 Sheet film negative holder c1912 

 

2001.245 

HB006 Computer Disk Drive 1989 

 

1992.140.2 

HB007 Valve Computer Core stack c1960 

 

1984.65.2 

HB008 Brass electrostatic voltmeter 

 

1982.41.12 

HB009 Soda bottle 9500.1 

HB010 Electric iron No number 

HB011 Cine film splicer c1935 

 

1987.248.2 

HB013 enlarger lens (photographic condenser) 2001.249 

HB014 Pair of jugs, glass tubes, small plastic jugs 
and wooden bits with small hydrometer for 

4100.92 
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developing photographs 

HB015 Magazine camera with plate holders  

 

1986.448.2 

HB016 Ferranti radio 1946 

 

1996.10.1044 

HB017 Plastic brain model 1960 

 

2001.350.13 

HB018 Kodascope 8 and brochure 8mm cine 
projector 1938 

 

1987.248.1 

HB019 Camera, plates and bag 1899 

 

1986.448.1.1 

HB020 Lumimeter with box and brochures 1940 (for 
calculating photographic exposure) 

 

1981.1 

HB022 Kodak óAutographicô bellows camera 1924 2001.247 
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HB023 Small pile of plates 2001.258.1 

HB024 Electric switch circuit breaker 1910 

 

1974.34.72 

HB025 Electromedical instrument 1900 

 

2001.246 

HB026 Two Kodak autographic cameras with cases 
1915 

1990.46.1 & 1977.47 

HB027 Test sieves No number 

HB029 Combined ammeter and voltmeter mounted 
on wooden base 

 

7000.74 

HB030 Matrix plane  7000.74 (sic) 

HB031 Trident film winder 1915 4100.96 

HB032 Computer core store 1984.65.4 

HB033 Barrel micrometer c1880 

 

1993.45.4 

HB035 Junction Box 7001.1092 

HB037 Box of model crystals c1880 1982.41.7 
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HB040 Philips radio receiver 1929 

 

7002.40  

HB041 Ferranti radio chassis 

 

1996.10.93 

HB042 Ferranti electric fire 

 

1996.10.928 

HB043 Electric shot firing apparatus No number 

HB044 Darth Vader helmet and mask No number 

HB045 Combustion instruments No number 

HB046 Model of pit prop No number 

HB047 Methane tester No number 

HB048 Electronic calculator 1979 (Below) 
Addiator mechanical calculator to calculate 
in Lsd 1929 (right) 

  

1986.347.1 
1983.41.1 
 

 
HB049 Slide rules 1982.41.5 / 1975.64 / 2001.264 
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HB050 Brownie camera with bag 1927 

 
 

1999.47 

HB051 Shot exploder No number 

HB052 Ferranti electric fire 1930 

 

7001.573 

HB053 Belling hotplate (large) No number 

HB054 Display turntable - Whitemorley No number 

HB055 Monocular microscope c19150 

 

1991.246.2 

HB056 HMV record player c1940 

 

7001.841 

HB057 Belling hotplate (small) with boxed heating 
spiral 1917 

 

7001.1150 

HB058 Miners hat with lamp attachment No number 
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HB059 Kettle with cable and plug No number 

HB060 Miners hat with lamp attachment No number 

HB061 Slide rules and calculators 

 

1992.143.4 / 2001.263 / 
1988.440 

HB062 Mainframe computer printer circuit boards 
with box c1970 

 

2001.265 

HB063 Loudspeaker No number 

HB064 Large pile of plates 2001.258.2 

HB067-
HB073 

Liverpool and Manchester Railway 
commemorative mugs and bowls 

 

1980.1.4, 1980.1.24, 1980.1.10, 
1980.1.61, 1980.1.5, 1980.1.9, 
1980.1.6, 1980.1.33, 1980.1.3, 
1997.1.35, 1980.1.32,1980.1.35, 
1980.1.14 

HB074 Slavert Piccadilly fabric printing block 

 

2002.36.104 

HB075 2 x Printing Blocks No number 

HB076 First aid kit and miners lamp No number 

HB077 Fish printing block, Chinese Dragon printing 
block and Lions block 

1977.9.1 
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HB078 2x Printing Blocks- Richard Haworth Coat of 
arms design and Spanish Dancers 

2002.36.56/NO NUMBER 

HB079 Wooden tray of wage tins 2000.37.1.2 

HB080 

White Telephone 1972 

 2003.22.99 

HB081 Large lens 2001.259.1-4 

HB081 small round lens 2001.262.1-11 

HB082 Electric hot water bottle NO NUMBER 

HB083 Shuttle 1988.0.4 

HB083 Shuttle 1978.60.2.1 

HB085 Clay pipe tools NO NUMBER 

HB086 Knotter 6000.427 

HB086 Shuttle  1968.6.2.1 

HB087 Silver Miners lamp - T122/1 NO NUMBER 

HB088 Yellow Ochre dye 1987.263.56 

HB088 Multanian Liquid white 1987.263.51 

HB088 Drummer dye 1987.263.59.1 

HB088 

Renewit dye for leather 

 1987.263.53.1 

HB089 PZ Printing block 1995.2.90 

HB091 Ferranti Calendar meter duplicate of 1996.10.365 

HB092 

Printing Block 

 2002.36.4 

HB093 

Telegraph Morse key 

 5100.1327 

HB094 Crystal radio set 1995 5100.1328 
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HB095 Coal mining - air meter- T1986 NO NUMBER 

HB096 Self rescuer- yellow-T1883 NO NUMBER 

HB097 Cameo Soap Mould NO NUMBER 

HB098 

Boddingtons Light bulb 

 2006.4.12 

HB099 
Draught pump handle - Boddingtons 
collection 2006.4.34 

HB099 Drip tray - Boddingtons collection 2006.4.36 

HB099 Bar tray - Boddingtons collection 2006.4.39 

HB100 Boddingtons beer tap 2006.4.44 

HB100 Boddingtons beer tap 2006.4.41 

HB101 Printing Block - vase and Manchester 6000.147 

HB101 Printing Block - lotus with vase  2002.36.68 

HB102 Boddingtons beer tap 2006.4.45 

HB102 Boddingtons beer tap 2006.4.42 

HB103 Boots Television alarm clock NO NUMBER 

HB104 

Fabric Printing Block -woman with scissors 

 2002.36.42 

HB104 

Printing Block ïBritannia 

 2002.36.61 

HB106 Auritone Transistor Radio 2006.15.4 

HB107 Portable TV NO NUMBER 

 


