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Fabric Printing KS1&2 

Fabric Printing KS1&2 
 
A classroom-based taught session lasting 
one hour led by an Education Officer. 
 
Print on cotton fabric using our historic 
blocks. 
 
Learn about the textile printing industry, dyes 
and fabrics. 
 
Bring an old T-shirt to print on. 

What happens in the session? 
 

The session begins with brief overview of the topic of fabric printing. 
We explain the use of printing blocks to print trademarks (see right) 
and patterns on fabric. The children will have an opportunity to  
examine and handle printing blocks.  We then demonstrate to the  
children how to print on their own T-shirts or fabric pieces with the 
blocks using permanent textile dye. 
 
After putting an apron on the children will have about 30 minutes to 
move freely between the tables. They will have the opportunity to  
practise printing on paper before choosing printing blocks to use on 
their T-shirt or fabric. 
 
The final 10 minutes are needed for packing up and hand washing.  
 
We will collect the prints and package these for you to distribute (or 
display) back at school. 

 
 
Children will need to bring with them an old T-shirt, pillowcase or other plain fabric piece 
to print on. The fabric should ideally be pure plain cotton, preferably white or pale in colour (not 
synthetic). If the children are very young, please try to prevent parents from buying brand new T
-shirts as some prints can end up being printed upside down! The dye of the print needs to be 
fixed by ironing on the reverse side of the print with a very hot iron. 
 
Please bring at least 4 adults to assist the children. 

Cost:  £3.50 per pupil. (Min charge £70.00 per group)  
Availability: 3 May to 22 July 2011 
Location: Room 1 in the Learning Loft, 2nd Floor Great Western Warehouse 
Advance booking is essential. 
Phone the Learning Centre to check availability and book. 
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What will my class learn during the session? 
 
The sessionôs objectives are that the children will be taught about: 

printing on fabric for decorative purposes; 
the manufacture and use of the printing blocks in Manchester in the past; 
the technique of how to make a print using a roller, printing block and fabric dye. 

 
 

How does the session link to the National Curriculum? 
 
Design and Technology 2a, e, 3a, 4a, 5b;  Art and Design 2a, b, c, 4a, b, 5a, d; History 4a 
 
QCA Art Scheme of Work: 3B Investigating Pattern; 5C Talking Textiles; 9gen Visiting a  
Museum, Gallery or Site 
 
 

What else can my class see at MOSI thatôs relevant to the session? 
 
Textiles Gallery: Contains examples of pattern fabrics and a display of textile printing blocks. 
 
Connected Manchester: Museum volunteers are on hand to demonstrate letterpress printing on 
Wednesdays between 12.30pm and 2.30pm  

 
 
What could I do in class to prepare the children? 
 
Make sure all children have a T-shirt or piece of fabric to print on. You could also look at printed 
patterns on fabric. 
 
 

What could I do to follow up on the session? 
 
You could explore different kinds of print making techniques. You can download background 
information and suggestions for further activities from the Learning section of our website 
 
 

How can I feedback to the Museum? 
 
We will give you an evaluation form to complete at the end of the session. Please complete this 
and send it back. Feedback from practitioners such as yourself is absolutely essential in helping 
us develop our sessions to ensure they meet the needs and enhance the learning of the  
children who participate in our sessions. 


