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Paper Recycling KS1&2  

Paper Recycling KS1&2  
 
A classroom-based taught session lasting 
one hour led by an Education Officer. 
 
What is paper? How is paper made?  
Who invented it?  
 
The children make their own recycled sheet 
of paper by hand using a mould and deckle. 

What happens in the session?  
 

The session begins with a discussion about the need to  
recycle paper. We explain how this is possible because most 
paper is made from wood fibres.  
 
We then demonstrate the process of making paper from pulp 
by hand using a mould and deckle (see above). 
 
In the main part of the session the class divides into groups 
to work through the following three activities: 

making their own piece of paper; 
examining the fibres in paper with microscopes; 
making a decision maker (see right) to reinforce the  

 vocabulary used in the session and illustrating that not 
 all paper can be recycled. 

 
We conclude the session by using a press to extract most of the water from 
the paper. Once each child has had a chance to examine their work, the paper 
(which will still be slightly damp) will be collected up and given to the teacher 
for safekeeping during the remainder of the visit. The paper will need to be  
allowed to dry out overnight back at school. 
 
If time permits we will discuss the reasons why some kinds of paper products can be recycled. 
 
Please bring at least 4 adults with you to assist the children.  

Cost:   £3.50 per pupil. (Min charge £70.00 per group)  
Availability:  3 May to 22 July 2011  
Location:  Room 2 in the Learning Loft, 2nd Floor Great Western Warehouse  
Advance booking is essential. 
Phone the Learning Centre to check availability and book. 


